[Epidemiology of infectious diseases--analysis of an increase of infectious hepatitis in Hamburg].
In Hamburg, the incidence of reported cases of infectious hepatitis more than doubled from 1990 to 1991. The increase refers to hepatitis A, B and other forms of hepatitis. The seven public health offices and the local ministry for health, works and social affairs in Hamburg have analysed the development in a computer-based retrospective study comparing the 1990 and 1991 data. The predominantly affected age group of hepatitis A shifted from childhood to young adulthood. The importance of travelling to acquire hepatitis A was less than expected. In all forms of hepatitis the large number of IV-drug users and prisoners was striking.